Sir Vivian Richards

Sir Isaac Vivian Alexander Richards, KNH
(born St John's, Antigua on 7 March 1952) is a
former West Indian cricketer. Better known by
his second name, Vivian or, more popularly,
simply as Viv or King Viv. Richards was voted
one of the five Cricketers of the Century in
2000, by a 100-member panel of experts, along
with Sir Donald Bradman, Sir Garfield Sobers,
Sir Jack Hobbs and Shane Warne. In February
2002, he was judged by Wisden to have played
the best One Day International (ODI) innings of
all time. In December 2002, he was chosen by
Wisden as the greatest ODI batsman of all time,
as well as the third greatest Test batsman of
all time, after Sir Don Bradman and Sachin
Tendulkar.

In 2004, in a poll by ESPN, participated in by 15
of the leading names in cricketing history,
Richards was voted the third greatest ever
player after Bradman and Sobers, and the
second greatest ever batsman after Bradman.
He was also voted the greatest cricketer since
1970 by another poll ahead of lan Botham and
Shane Warne. That poll saw both Botham and
Warne vote for Richards, and in the opinions of
both, Richards is the greatest batsman they
ever saw. In 2006, in a study done by a team of
ESPN's Cricinfo magazine, Richards was again
chosen the greatest ODI Batsman ever. Former
cricketer Derek Pringle also rates Richards to
be the best batsman ever in the history of
Limited Overs Cricket.

His impressive style of play, and relaxed but
determined demeanor, made him a great
crowd favorite and an intimidating prospect for
opposition bowlers all over the world. The
word "swagger” is frequently used to describe
his batting style. His batting often completely
dominated opposing bowlers He had the ability
to drive good-length balls from outside off-
stump through midwicket, his trademark shot,
and was one of the great exponents of the hook
shot.
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Tests ODls
121 187
8540 6721
50.23 47.00
24 11
45 45
291 189*
122 100




